[Distribution of Clostridium botulinum and Clostridium tetani in Okinawa Prefecture].
Soil samples from the sugar cane fields and muscovado samples from the manufacturing processes at sugar manufacturies in many parts of Okinawa Prefecture were collected, mainly in 1988 and 1989, and examined for Clostridium botulinum and Clostridium tetani. Of 290 soil samples 21 (7.2%) were positive for C. botulinum. Four (1.4%) and 17 (5.9%) contained types E and C respectively. C. botulinum type E was demonstrated in the North and South areas of Okinawa main island. Type A and B were not demonstrated from soil samples in Okinawa Prefecture. Of 53 samples of the manufacturing processes of muscovado 5 (9.4%) were positive for C. botulinum type C. Type A, B and E were not found from muscovado samples in Okinawa Prefecture. Of 290 soil samples 54 (18.6%) were positive for C. tetani. Among the 53 muscovado samples from the manufacturing processes of the sugar cane, 10 (18.9%) were positive for C. tetani.